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5 March 1850:      
Robert Stephenson's Britannia 
Bridge is opened.  
The Tubular Bridge provided a rail link 
from the mainland of north Wales, near 
Bangor, across to Anglesey and on to 
Holyhead for ferries to Ireland.  

1857-8  
British India and the 'Great Rebellion’  
large parts of the Indian army rebelled against 
the British authorities; the ensuing bloodshed 
sent shockwaves throughout colonial Britain. 
India came under direct British government 
control when the remaining authority of the 
East India Company was dissolved 

1855  
The Bessemer Method for processing 
steel is invented. 
Henry Bessemer invents a process  for making steel 
out of iron. Having a way to make steel more 
quickly and more cheaply helps the production of 
building and leads to the growth of cities. 

1851 
An electric telegraph cable 
successfully crossed the  channel  
from Britain to France, nations 
separated by water were linked by 
cable for the first time. 

1851  
Crystal Palace was a huge glass and iron 

structure originally built for the Great 
Exhibition held in London's Hyde Park. 
Prince Albert, head of the Society of Arts, 
had the idea  of an exhibition to impress 
the world with Britain's industrial 
achievements. Destroyed by fire in 1936 

28 March 1854 - March 1856  
The Crimean War was fought 

between the Russians and an 
alliance of the British, French and 
Turks who feared Russian 
expansion in the Balkans 

24 Nov 1859 
Charles Darwin's 'On the Origin of 
Species‘  is published . The book created 

an immediate stir, since Darwin's theory 
appeared to contradict the bible's creation 
story and call into question ideas of divine 
providence. 

1854  
Broad Street cholera outbreak 
led to demands for a clean water 
supply and proper sewage systems in 
the big cities 

Realism Movement (about 1840-1700)  Rejecting the idealized classicism of academic art and the exotic themes of Romanticism, Realism was based on direct observation of the 
modern world celebrating working class and peasants 

A Village Street, Dardagny 1853 
By Camille Corot 

The Gleaners  1857 
By Jean-Francois Millet Young Women from the Village 1851 

By Jean Désiré Gustave Courbet 

Bonjour, Monsieur Courbet, 1854.  
by Gustave Courbet. 

(1837-1901) 
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1852  
The English Woman's Domestic 
Magazine 
this was the first cheap magazine for young 
middle-class women, with articles on cookery and 
fashion, serial fiction, biographical sketches, 
gardening and medical tips. It was an immediate 
commercial success . 

Workhouses were common 

place for anyone who had no 
means to support themselves, 
and were full of men , women 
and children  

1855 Cookery for the poor. 
This recipe book was intended to 
provide the working classes with 
advice on cookery and economising.  

 

Ship-building still  continued in 

London. Brunel’s innovative Great 
Eastern, made of iron, driven by 
propeller and powered by steam, was 
launched in Blackwall in 1858 

The growth of cities 
For centuries London had been the biggest city in 
Europe. Industrial development fuelled the 
expansion of cities such as Birmingham, Sheffield, 
Manchester, Liverpool and Newcastle. The ‘industrial 
revolution’ was not instantaneous, there was a 
continuous drift away from the countryside into 
manufacturing centres. By 1851 more than half the 
population of England lived in towns,  many working 
in the new factories. 

A letter about Ragged Schools, 1853 

Education 
Ragged schools  originated in the Sunday School founded in 1780 to 
teach children to read so that they could read the Bible. In 1844, 
nineteen Ragged Schools joined to form a Ragged School Union. By 
1861 they were teaching over 40 thousand children in London from 
all walks of life 

Health wasn’t good in those times with many 

epidemics . Diseases  like diphtheria, cholera , smallpox, 
tuberculosis, measles, mumps, scarlet fever and rubella  
were common place. 
Parliament was  worried by the ‘Great Stink’ of 1858, 
when the Thames flowed with undiluted sewage, 
because the smell itself might kill  the Members of 
Parliament in their debating chamber overlooking the 
river. 

1858  Punch magazine. Father Thames   

Smedley's chillie paste is ‘ 
the king’ of cures, 1850-1 

Advert for Beecham's Pills, 1850-1. Transport  
The railway network flourished between 
1830 and 1870.  By 1852 there were over 
7,000 miles of rail track in England and 
Scotland. In 1863 the first underground 
railway in the world was built connecting 
Paddington station – the London rail 
terminus for many prosperous commuters 
to the City – to Farringdon Street 
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Day dresses 

The overall look of the dresses did not change 
much during this period.  The sleeves started to 
become wider in the 1850's.  The skirts 
expanded in size as more and more petticoats 
were worn.  Added flounces on the skirt would 
help create a wider look 

Evening dresses 

1850 
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